I,OCAI, SEU^OOVBKNMENT.                           33

one month for the purpose of preparing plans and specifi-
cations for drainage and water-works.

Up to this point Ranchhodlal's policy had met with no
serious opposition. No sooner however had Colonel
Ducat's plans been submitted for approval to the municipal
commissioners than considerable hostility was manifested
to the scheme both by RanchhodlaTs colleagues in the
municipality and by the general public. It was widely
held that the proposals framed by Colonel Ducat and
supported by Ranchhodlal were impracticable and too
costly, that they were ill adapted to the climatic conditions
of Ahmad abad, would entail unduly heavy taxation, and
might conceivably impose a heavy burden of debt upon
the muncipality. Mass meetings, at which Ranchbodlal's
opponents on the Board presided, were held daily to protest
against the schemes, and the native Press fanned the
opposition with unjustified misrepresentation and frequently
with bitter invective* Ranchhodlal himself attended several
of the meetings and after listening patiently to criticism,
which was not always free from personal rancour, sought
by calm exposition of the facts to explain to his audience
the merits of the proposals. The hostilities culminated
in a monster meeting held at the Tanksal1 and attended
by thousands of all classes, in the hope of intimidating the
President. It was bruited abroad that if Ranchhodlal
attended and declined after open discussion to recede, from
his position, personal violence might perhaps be resorted
to. Ratichhodlal was no coward. He attended the
meeting, which greeted his arrival with hisses and other
signals of dissatisfaction, and endeavoured by patient and
reasoned explanation to remove misapprehension. But
the crowd, which had been worked up by methods only too
common in India, first shouted him down and refused him
& hearing, and then proceeded to pelt him with garbage and

1 Tanksal in Hindustani means " a Mint."   Tkc building here
tioned is probably the remains of luc Buiperor Jahangir's Mint.